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out meeting with him, which my father imagined my own
fault and insisted upon my being at his house before seven
o'clock the next morning, and not quitting it until I had
an interview. I obeyed in point of time ; his servant, with
a smile, said his master was already out. I thought I under-
stood the smile, and, presenting half a crown, begged leave
to wait in the passage for his return. " That, sir," (said the
man) " would cost me my place, but if you walk before the
door a quarter of an hour you will see him come out in
his uniform. He is now at breakfast and nearly done. My
orders are upon no account to let any stranger have access
to him, for that so many applications have been made to
him for passages to India, if he complied with one third he
ought to have the command of a first rate instead of a
sloop." I did as the man directed and soon saw my gentle-
man issue forth, to whom I marched up and accosted with :

" I came, sir, by desire of Sir Samuel Cornish for an
answer to a letter from him which I left with your servant
yesterday, and called again three times without being able
to see you."

" Yes," said the Captain, " and you might have called
three hundred to as little purpose. It is utterly impossible
for me to give written answers to the innumerable letters
now addressed to me. Are you the person alluded to by
Sir Samuel ? "

I replied, cc I was."

" Then," rejoined he, " you are not aware, young gentle-
man, of the thousandth part of the misery that awaits you
should you be forced into my ship against my inclination-
Hell will be nothing in comparison."

I boldly replied, " No fear of that sort should deter
me from going with him, and that as to being ill treated,
unless I deserved it, I saw by the benignity of his counte-
nance he was incapable of doing any one injustice."

He smiled and seemed pleased by the compliment.

" Well, Sir," said he,cc present my respects to the Admiral
and tell him I will endeavour to comply, though I cannot
absolutely promise, having been obliged to refuse a passage